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Cover girl Daphnée Lucenetarrived at our studios for the second time in high spiritsand
ready to work on the cover shoot along with photographer Balazs Maar. She chatted
amicably with stylist Reynier Albello and her makeup artist while getting ready to pose
for the camera. Both extremely intelligent and stunning she was a pleasure to work with
and get to know.
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Daphnee Lucenet

photographs by balazs maar

e hair and make-up by dee danicl | wardvobe by the showroom
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mdcandor are rare, beautiful qualities to come
moss in an industry that rarely bothers to
erforate beneath the skin. In the middle of her
ambodian whirlwind tour (she is a resident
France) Daphnée, also known as Dash Luce
%es time to talk with our team about modeling,
%zt makes her feel alive and her fascination
#h The Kingdom of Wonder.
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Well Dash is a nickname | received when | was
10, it's a funny but secret story! The point is, it
also means “rush” so | kept it because it suits
me quite well: | always walk fast since walking
slowly is a real waste of time to me and | hate
wasting my time because there is too much to
do and see in the world not to use time properly.
Luce is just short for my family name and comes
from the word “lux” which means “light" in Latin,
| have picked it up as a symbol for “learning
experience” because exploring the unknown
is what keeps my life interesting and exciting. Last
but not the least, my real full name is 20 letters
long, Dash Luce is way easier to pronounce
and remember.

o e

nsmﬁmsmmﬁnﬁﬁmmz ﬁnﬁmmsmﬁunﬁﬁm
AN it iS’iﬁUSl‘jﬁﬁ]ﬁmﬁmﬁ‘iS‘[‘UiG fuBSHAS
itsnGie B SAgH AN ﬂﬁUﬁSL‘H‘lﬁiS
tigAmaigh yuanfengitng & msifSulnifas
[BRmAIZSaN wpmSwRmumIn iR
tRgieicotin gin: mSHsmﬁajesaimﬁimmim
mmjsmwtsﬁs Sumif o finan whm s
SuweinSnpitmiiynintinm: dwsdgnamn
WMEVOoRINR ISTiiENY) Hige gmimm S
it ysinugusinnmiyBigihmgs Sinvinmn
fnnmghitmang: hinnisnidaginisigim:
smfin"mnﬁlm ANINEHIG

ﬁ@mnjﬁmmﬁﬁjz Wowmgli majemﬁtmrnﬁ
AAMUGAD ST i[ijﬁﬁl?”m%’ﬁimaﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁjmiiﬁs
iu&}jﬁ@ﬂim imuﬁmajzumgpmﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁmmemumﬁjm
RIUABERM inmLﬁGJﬁﬁﬁLmﬁﬁinnﬁ?mﬂ Zﬁms
omBHMgwSnmuTAiEueiuRtEgS
INWIRSIS MS MWMIRUN A INLIS wht
At Lvmsmzmm“‘w {fwn wﬁﬁnLﬁHﬁHmMB Sts
2mﬁmﬁmmimﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁmm SLﬁiiﬁGﬂm HANREAN
iRy noig G "a‘]mmma T i i
LNV ﬁﬁﬁmiﬁtmimmgi&,s iiﬂﬁjimigqtﬁ
sﬁﬁﬁeﬁms miLHGimﬂjUﬂﬂﬁiﬁﬁjSLmﬁuﬁﬁS 182
Hsﬁwmsmsaﬁzmmsmsamny@ﬁﬁmnm ig
Uismﬁmammﬁmzmsmmﬁumﬁﬂ
ﬁﬁw:mmmﬁﬁmeﬁﬁimtﬁmmm tigmiumen mﬁ
AuisiGs Amfeut sﬁmuﬁﬁmmg ng spenmBa

n




ﬁ;pt'ﬁﬁszs ginma) ﬁﬁtﬁéﬁﬁm HMBUGRANY
st gss fabs dig ﬁsmmfﬁﬁjmﬁj
BinmERaBsiuaimNagT hfminuTniRang
mmmmqméﬁfmmwammwmmm BWIRRE
8mSiﬂSﬁﬁiﬁﬁiﬁjﬁ‘H Sugugiffniane nasa: s
aUSEEigmnUARD: BuigHRnML Wk
iejﬁ?m'éﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ'jéﬂ £8unubes figm:
ushianndio: ﬁmsmﬁsmmmmmmzmﬁsuﬂm
ffinnnsigms!

00 g
0

My craziest experience was definitely my full-
time Kung Fu training in the deep countryside
of China for 4 months! It was not holidays but
a spiritual retreat. | made the journey all by
myself, carrying only the bare essentials that |
needed to survive; thus allowing myself to focus
exclusively on learning the martial art and
meditation. We had no heater and had cold water
to shower most of the time (it was -20°C during
the winter!) so | had to run and do pushups
before going to bed to get warm. My wakeup
call was always at 5:30am, at which time we
would go run in the mountain and then exercise
all day long. '

Sometimes my muscles were so soar it would
wake me up at night. We also drank a lot of boiled
water to handle the cold and it made me realize
how easy my life back home was. | also left with
the intention of being able to break a brick with
my bare hands after 2 months of training, thinking
that if | could take on that personal challenge |
could accomplish anything in life. | had to work

onit every single day, hardening my hands by

hitting wood for 2 hours a day during my free
time and one day | finally reached my goal, thanks
to my hard work, commitment and wonderful
master.

You might think | am crazy, but training Kung
Fu in China was one of my biggest dreams (|
have always loved martial arts) and | think the
crazy ones are those who claim they have dreams
and yet never do anything whatsoever to fulfill
them. It also was the ideal moment for me to
take that spiritual retreat since | was just finishing
up with engineering school and had had a really
tough year. It was important for me take time
to really think: look at the past, feel and rediscover
the present and think about my future. | will just
stop there because that experience was so rich
I could talk about it all day!
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| like the challenge of trying to make every new
shoot my best shoot! | have the freedom to choose
between drawing on my deepestemotions (that
| would tend to hide in real life) or being someone
completely different from who | am to convey
different messages depending on the shoot. Itis
alot of fun for me and it can be cathartic as well.
Plus | like the rational part which consists of thinking
about the light while posing, the composition of
the picture and just trying to create something
nice out of all of this together with the team.
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My best physical feature would be my hair and
my best charactertrait would be my commitment
to my dreams, my work, and my values.
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First of all | put some music on! This trick always
works, and the music has to match the mood of
the shoot of course. Thenif the ambiance is tense
| try to make some jokes (might not always be
funny but at least | try). If | am extremely tired
askforablack coffee. If | justdon't understand the
direction the photographer wants to go in | just
talk to him to ask some gquestions to try ant
understand what he is after, | ask for a feedbacs
and check the pictures regularly to see if I 2
heading in the right direction. Once everyone
aligned, confidence and energy come natura
and spreads among the team members.
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Seeing my familyin Siem Reap!| cansg
time building bridges between the fime
and cultural differences that separate us
to my Khmer side and roots and en
Angkor Wat so much. | am so amazet &
every time | come. The country chan
developing incredibly fastand hasson
for benefic growth. | am so happs
have seen so much change espec
comparedtothe lastyear. The cu®

are so rich that | feel something r=
eyes of Khmer people of all age
everyone and everything here %=
very proud to be half-Cambodian

very often is very important o m
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aphnée Lucenet and | chat amicably
while she is waiting for her team of
stylists to arrive and prep her for the
day's photo shoot. Her definite hip-
hop style is masked by her low-key
appearance and her makeup-free face
shines bright with enthusiasm. As she
speaks, a certain charisma is revealed. Though
she is decidedly very strong and possesses a
clear vision of what she wants to create in the
near future, there is no harshness to her manner,

1Y :

no sharp edges or off-putting seriousness to
any of her words; she is simply someone that
wants to bring a large group of people together
through the universal language of music.

| ask her about her background and find
out that her mother, a Cambodian woman,
arrived in France in 1980 and met her father
(a Frenchman) soon after. Daphnée was born
and raised in Paris and felt the affinity with her
Khmer heritage become stronger and stronger
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with the passing of time. Though her mother
didn't teach her the Cambodian language while
growing up, Daphnée says that she is trying her
best to learn how to read and write Khmer as
well as improve her accent; she even pulls out
a small green notebook and points to several
words (written in Khmer, no less) that she has
picked up during this trip.

During her short stint in the Kingdom this
time around, Daphnée has been singing at
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Karaoke joints with her relatives, has appeared

"in a Fashion Show and is posing for one of our
editorials, and our cover so | am very surprised
to learn that she actually majored in IT and has
done banking internships. During the early
stages of her University studies she paid a visit
to Cambodia as part of a project that helped
install solar panels in an impoverished village
close to Siem Reap. The experience touched
her profoundly; she couldn’t have anticipated
the generosity and kindness of the villagers, nor
could she have guessed that they would actually
have an orchestra playing upon their arrival as
a sign of welcome. Although she had always
been a lover of music, its power to unite people
regardless of their cultural or socio-economic
background had never been as piercingly
evident as that moment.

Daphnée finally had a strong, clear vision for
what she wanted to create: a Khmer music
festival that bridged the age, culture and
financial gap, injecting its audience with joy
and enthusiasm. The first step was to create
an association, a team of people that would

help transform her vision into reality, and this
is how Khmer Vibration came to be. At first,
this event (music festival) was to take place in
Cambodia, but organizing the logistics of a local
music festival while based in France proved to
be easier said than done and Daphnée had to
re-adjust her plans. I realized that | couldn't
do things that well while | was in Paris, it was
very hard to get the right contacts and really
know what was going on. So, instead, | have
organized a large Khmer Music Festival in Paris
(the exact dates are to be announced, but it will
be in the month of November), that will help
bring Cambodian people together and help
attract attention to Khmer culture and heritage.
There are several young people like myself that
have a huge amount of interest in the country
and in learning more about it, so it's really very
exciting!”

As we chat some more, it becomes clear to me
just how passionate about this she actually is;
her eyes sparkle when she tells me that Khmer
Vibration has actually attracted musicians that
aren't Cambodian but are interested in the

project as well as tons of enthusiasts that are
willing to help do anything from carrying heavy
boxes to getting up on stage and performing.
After the November music festival has taken
place, all of the proceeds will go to a Cambodian
organization that is focused on promoting arts
among youth as a way of empowerment for
which she is considering both the PHARE
Circus and Tiny Toones.

This will not be the first time she has organized
something to bring Khmer people together.
She shows me a video Khmer Vibration has
put together, depicting the Khmer New Year's
celebration in Paris, where both Khmer and
non-Khmer people alike gathered to dance,
sing, eat and drink. With such enthusiastic,
committed staff, Daphnée Lucenet will surely
be able to pull off an extraordinary festival. As
we part (her stylists have now arrived and her
big brown eyes wince at the pain every time
her long hair is twisted into a knot) | am certain
that her organization will go from strength to
strength and she will soon be making waves in
more Industries than one.
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